
    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

Dear Friends & Partners, 

I was soaked with love during my stay in the San 

Francisco Bay Area by family and friends. Time 

spent together was precious and went by fast. 

I’ve enjoyed the daily walks with my sister and 

drinking coffee from a bowl or a mug among 

kindred spirits. The next thing I know, I am at 

Vancouver. No matter where I stay, my friends’ 

home provided a sense of space for retreat with 

fresh vegetation and blue sky! 

Thank God for arranging for my dad to go to the 

elderly center with my mom two days a week. 

The interaction among elderly allows them to 

reminisce about the past which helps sharpen 

their mind. 

Workation!?— A pastor friend invented 

this word “workation”, combining work with 

vacation. This is how I spent my time in North 

America these few months. Thanks to modern 

technology, meetings continue over the internet 

and deadlines still needed to be met. A 

missionary’s work is never done but I am able to 

take time to smell the flowers! My workation is not 

to tour the greatest and latest attractions but to 

put myself in slow mode in order to be in the 

presence of God. The only trouble I have is 

keeping a log between work and vacation. After 

awhile, I gave up and decided to let God be the 

judge about the end result of my responsibilities. 

The balance between accountability to God 

and to supervisors, senders, and supporters is 

important; yet God sees the inside where men 

might need to see the outside in order to judge 

the inside. I am thankful for the trust among CCM 

coworkers where I don’t have to justify my every 

action. I pray for people to be able to see 

beyond the surface in the life of a missionary. On 

the other hand, missionaries have to be faithful 

and accountable to the resources given to us. 

Life & Ministry— People like to be in 

control, yet we cannot control when or where 

we are born or die naturally. Recently I came 

across a parable about a pencil that helped me 

to reflect deeper and I would like to share it with 

you. 

A long time ago a Pencil Maker was preparing to 

put an important pencil in a box. Before doing so 

though, he took the pencil aside. He said, “There 

are five things you need to know. If you can 

remember these five things you will become the 

best pencil you can be. 1. You will be able to do 

many great things, but only if you allow yourself 

to be held in someone else’s hand. 2. Sharpening 

is painful, but it is critical if you want to become 

a better pencil. 3. Because you have an eraser, 

you can correct most mistakes you make, 

though some may be harder to erase than others. 

4. You may or may not look all that great on the 

outside, but remember that it’s what’s inside 

that’s most important; in fact it’s your most 

important part. 5. Whatever surface you are used 

on, make sure you leave your mark. No matter 

how hard, rough or easy, you must continue to 

write.” 

What I’ve learned from this 

parable is that some pencils are 

used more frequently; therefore, 

they get sharpened often resulting 

in a rapidly shortened life span yet 

they have left their mark behind!  

I see my friends and family members’ mark in 

different people’s life although they are in 

heaven now. What about me? How am I leaving 

my mark behind? As long as I am held in Jesus’ 

hand, does it really matter? 

Sharpening by Christ, 

Judi 
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